
SPEECHES AND RESOLUTIONS
Jt the Union Meeting at the Chinete Saloon in
Philadelphia on the 21 at of the pretent month.

nai the "ioitb lamcii."
The Hon. John Sergeant was appointed Pre¬

sident of the meeting, with a great number of the
most respectable citizens of Philadelphia city and
county, of all parties. Upon taking the Chair.

Mr. Sergeant said he must first express to his
fellow-citizens his deep sense of the honor they
had done him in calling him to the chair of such a

meeting, upon such an occasion. He would say,
with sincerity, that be heartily united with them in its pur¬
poses. He verily believed they were of one mind and one

heart ; and he beUeved.nay, he was firmly convinced.
that tbere was the same unanimity throughout the whole of
this great Commonwealth. *

Tbere waa not, he waa sure, a single individual within her
borders who was a disunionist or a secessionist, or was so

dissatisfied with bis associates as to be willing to apply a

biasing torch to the common ark of oar safety, and make one

great conflagration of it in order to get rid of them ! No ! They
were one in feeliog, they were one in conviction, and, be it re

membered, they would be one in the performance of whatever

duty tbey owed their country.
He felt very painfully that thua honored he was disabled

by indisposition to addresa tbfm as the occasion deserved.
He must, however, say, or endeavor to say, a very lew
word*, and leave the rest to thoae who were to come after
him, who were fully competent to embody and express the
thoughts and feelings which belonged to the great subject.

. This Union bears date the fifth day of September, 1774,
and every American should remember that to maintain it ia a

duty alwaya binding upon him. He baa no choice about it;
he must take care that the constitution and lawa are main¬
tained and enforced, and the Union preserved. The right ia
aa clear aa that of an individual to preaerve hie own life.
The constitution was the work of the Union.the whole of

the united people of the United 8tates made iL They de¬
clared that the'constitution itaeif, and treaUes and lawa made
under it, abould be the supreme law of the land. They bind
conclusively all Statea and all individuals. Provision is
made for alterattona of the constitution. Until situationsare
made according to that compact, it is the duty of the Govern
ment to maintain it, and of the whole people of the United
States to aid them to do ao. If there be a doubt about the
constitutionality of a law, there ia a tribunal under the con-

stitu ion to dtcide it, and the decision ia final. To that,
also, submission is due by our own compact.
And here the argument terminates. If the powers given

by the constitution be rightfully given, as they undoubtedly
are, and if it be tbe duty of the Government to enforce and of
the people to support them ; if tbe powers given by an act of
Congress be constitutional, and it be, aa it certainly is, tbe
duty of tbe Government to carry law into effect, thus it is
our duty to sustain the law by aiding the Government. He
therefore had no further duty to perform than to declare the
meeting organized and ready to proceed to business.

Hon. George M. Dallas then came forward,
and spoke as follows :

Fbllow-Citixihs : The committee of arrangements,
through their chairman, have handed me a series of resolu¬
tions, prepared by themselves, to be submitted to this meet¬

ing. That duty shall be performed. Before, however, these
resolutions are read, you will allow me to call upon your in¬
telligence while I make a few, and I hope a very few, pre¬
fatory remarka eiplanatory in some degree of their scope,
their character, and their tone. I do not propose to argue or

perauade. If there be any one present to whom it may be

necessary to use argument or perauaaion, he had better not
listen to me. [Applause.] I will not to Pennsylvanians,
nor to Philadelphians, use argument or persuasion, when
sucb a meeting as this is invoked, to stand by the country in
her hour of trial. [Great applauae.]

But, fellow-citizens, no form of government is more diffi¬
cult to construct than a federal union of sovereign republican
8tates. All history shows the extreme difficulty of accom-

pliahing such a task. In order to achieve it, tbere is neces¬

sary so much forbearance, so much sacrifice of local preju¬
dices and intereals; there is necessary the ezercise of so

much public virtue for the general good, that all mankind have
found it one of the hardeat, if not an impoaaible task to ac¬

complish.
To make such a government is a hardship, only equalled

by tbe difficulty of ma ntaining it; and yet, when once made
and once in operation, all reason and all experience prove
that it is tbe very best government for man that can be form¬
ed. [Applause ] A federal union of republican States gives
to commerce, trade, and agriculture almost an unbounded
expansion and perfect security. Such a government gives to

the arts and sciences impulse, encouragement, and refine¬
ment. Such a government is absolutely necessary for all the
national purposes of power, of wealth, and of character.
Sucb a government givea to tbe enjoyment of private rigbta
in the bumbleat as well aa the highest spheres of life perfect
guaranties ; and ruch a government, fellow-citizens, creates a

rallying symbol, portraying the character and object of its
existence, and beneath whose flowing folds every man finds
honor and respect. [Applause.]

Fellow-citizens, such a government was formed for us. I
need not advert to the eminent men who adorned their coun¬

try at the period of tbe formation of tbe Constitution of the
United 8tates. I need not mentioo their names, although
their names are signals for the admiration, the veneration,
the affection of all mankind. I need not recur to them.
The Government was formed, and from the 30th of April,
1789, when George Waahington [applause] took the oath of
office as Chief Magistrate, under that Government, in the city
of New York, trom that hour down to the present it bas ac¬

complished all the great objects of the American people.
[Applause.] It bas proved itself to be a matchleas instrument,
framed by extraordinary wisdom. As you will recollect, fel¬
low-citizens, it originated, was discussed, and adopted in a

Convention that assembled in this city ? and subsequently that
form of government, thus adopted, passed through the vsrious
States then composing the Union in this country, and receiv¬
ed tbe confirmation of Conventions in each and every State.
So ratified by the universal voice, and so adopted in emphatic
language, it haa worked well and nobly. [Applause.]
What bas thst Government done for commerce, for navi¬

gation, for trade ? During the last sixty years, from tbe pe¬
riod of its adaption down to tbe present moment, it bas run up
the tonnage of the Unitrd States from the bumpiest to tbe
highest figure.from 365,000 tons to 3,500,000 tons. [Ap¬
plause.] It h«s made tbe aggregate of exports and imports of tbe
United Slates augm* nt from the figure in 1790 of 40,000,000
to the figure in 1850 of 295,000,000. '[Applause.] What
haa it done for tbe agriculture ol tbe American people? Fellow-
citizens, ask the valley of ihe Mississippi, whose grsnariea of
infinite and ineihsustible fertility are prepared to feed another
starving world, [applause,] what bas it done for the populs-
tion ot the American people ' (and permit me to say that tbe
character of the augmentation and decrease of the population
is one of the surest and most significant tests of the excellence
of its Government).what has it done > From the figure in
1790 of 3,900,000 people, it baa risen in 1850 to 25,000,000.
What has it d->ne, fellow-ciiizens, for the enlargement of the
home of the American p«ople ' It has grown from a mere
oceanic border, constituted by the original thirteen S'atea, to
embrace a continent! What has it done for the arts and
sciences.as they constitute objects of cue and sff-ction with
all civilized people.what has it done for them ' Ask, lellow-
citizens, if he were here, or you could bring him here, a-k
the shado of Fulton, and let him say whether, if he saw the
progress of that which scarcely a quarter of a century ago he
started, a steamboat, he would not be appalled by the result of
his invention' Go further, and consult the single iron trsck
slong which the lighting express pssses, enabling New Or¬
leans and Boston to " wbi*per soft nonsense" in each others
ears every minute [Applause ]

Ask, in addition, ss to the progress of science and of art,
the gr.at iron trark that contributes . material ami important
element to the great Union, interlacing all ihe Union, and
marching backwards and forwsrds in every direction for the
c mfirt, accommodation, and con'enier.ce of trade. Go fur¬
ther, »nd ask, fi- ally, on this subject, of the progress of arts
am! b ifrces in this great country, the last, the growing indi-
cati a .that which a British author has said bis coun<yinen
.is w-i ing on the wall.a*k the victorious ateamer.'.he
.« Pacific "

F'lrth^r, feilow-citizens, what has this G «vernmerit done
for trie he efn of the lighs of men and tbe aolsce of uinarii-
ty ' Where will you get your readiest answer to that ques¬
tion ' You will find it in the scowling glance* of every despot
upon eirih. [ V^plause.] Or, if you cannot see it there,
fellow-ctUxpris, 1 will tell you where you may find it; you
may fini it in the. countless welcome throngs who hsve < m<-
praud from ah oad.wbo came ss well fr m old Ireland as
frocu.u* (ieimiQ fstbiriaud. [Applause] And ytu find

here that solace, that freedom, that happioeaa, that conaola
tioo throughout life, amidst all its change* and difficulties,
which the other continent denied. [Applause.]

But, jfellow-ciiizeos, this Government of ours, since the
year 1790, what has it added to the honor of the American
name ? Go, go, if you want an answer to thai question, to
the grave of Pike, of Ripley, of Gaines, of Decatur, of Bain-
bridge, of Jsckson, and of Taylor. [Great and continued
cheering ] Bat there is one thing, fellow-citiiaua, about
which there can be no difficulty at all upon this subject,
illustrating the results of this Government. Il baa given us

that which we all delight to Me ; that wbicb, whether at home
or abrosd, spesks comfort snd pride to our bosoms; it is the
stsr-spangled banner. (Applause ] Without that Govern¬
ment, where would that be ?
And when we are summoned by the extraordinary condi¬

tion of our country to sssemble upon an oceasion like this,
it is important for us to recollect that (he instant those who
aim their deadly blows sgsinst the Union of these States suc¬

ceed, thst gallant banner floats no more ! [Applauae.] Now,
I have attempted thus rspidly, and more by alluaion, cer¬

tainly, than by any thing of argument or persuasion, to char¬
acterize the Government of the United Sutea ss formed by
the constitution that went into operation in 1789. Well, if-
these he the results of that Government.if such be iu char¬
acter.if such be its consequences.are you prepared, any
one of you, to abandon and destroy it ? [Cries of " no !
no !"]

Well, at the recent sessiou of Congress, fellow-ciiixens,
there were mooted a variety of questions interesting to the
permanency of this great Government of ours. There was

tbe admission of California into thia Union as a State, on an

equal footing with any one of the exiating States, [applsuee;]
there was the settlement of the boundsry, west and north¬
west, of the lone star of Texas; there was the formation of
Territorial Governments for New Mexico and Utah ; there
was tbe removal of the slave trade from the District of Co¬
lumbia ; and there was the adoption of a measure commonly
known as the fugitive slave bill, [applause.] Now, fellow-
citizens, involved directly or indirectly, expressly or by impli¬
cation, involved in all theae measures waa the question as to
domestic servitude in the South.
They who framed the Constitution of the United States, to

wbich I have referred, were neither fanciful nor fanatic men.

They framed a constitution for a union of sovereign republican
States; they took the sovereign and republican States as they
found them, with their institutions, peculiar as they might
be, with their local uaagee, whatever they might be; for all
their peculiarities, tbeii institution*, their local usages were

msttera with which the great men who framed that consti¬
tution felt and knew that they had nothing whatever to do.
[Applause.] 1

I say, then, fellow-citiiens, that in reference to the first
four measures lo which I have adverted, it is scarcely neces¬

sary tbat I ahould engage or occupy your time for an instant.
These first four measures are irreversible.ibey have gone
into the past. California.our young sister.California ia in
the family ; she is one of the States of this Union, and ahe
cannot, by any course of legislation, be driven out of it.
[Applause.] The boundariee of Texas are fixed.fixed not
by any one of ua.not by Pennsylvania, or New York, or

Virginia.not by either the North or by the South ; but the
boundaries of Texas are fixed and unchangeable henceforward
>y the conaent of the National Congress and by the consent
>f Texas herself. [Applause.] Tbe running of tbe boun-
iary makes that an unchangeable boundary.

1 do not auppoee that there ia a man in thia whole nation,
whatever may be the contrariety of opinion.to which my good
ellow-citizenaare very subject.I do not suppose that there is
t man in thia whole nation who dreama for one moment of
'ecalling to the capital of the United Statea the slave pens
bat have been overwhelmingly expelled. The governmcntaof
he Territoriea of New Mexico and Utah, after much discus-
lion snd long snd laborioua effort of the Congress of the Uni-
:ed States, have been adjusted upon the usual customary and
viae and established principles of the constitution of the Uni-
ed States. They will remain unchanged. There remains,
hen, fellow-citizens, but one of these messures.and that is
he Isst to which I have sdverted.that may become a subject
>f serious discussion and difficulty. I mean the fugitive slave
Mil.
That bill, in the first place, is a law of this land. [Great

ind prolonged cheering.] No matter what character discon¬
tent may assume, wherever it be, to tbe North, to the South,
to the Eaat, or to the West, discontent and diasatisfsction
must expend themselves in words, and can not snd must
not be peimitted to dsre, by force, resistance to the execution
of a law. [Great applause ] Such a course itrikes at the
liberties of the country, the order of the country.strikes at
tbe very principle that is dear to a civilized American ; snd it
is enough for him to know that if the law be in itself objec¬
tionable, if it be in itself entirely, or in any portion of its
detail?, inconsistent with the constitution of the United States,
discuss, discuss, discuss till doomsdsy, if you like, but while
it is a Isw you must yield to iu operation a manly and repub¬
lican obedience. [Applause]
My fellow-citizens, I omitted to say that thia ia a feature

which characterizea even the constitution of the United Statea.
That glorious instrument has within itself a principle of
amendment, and when you do not like it in any one of iu
features you have only to try and ace whether you can bring
about such a change in the hearts of the American people aa
will induce them to call a convention to modify tbe worda of
Washington, of Franklin, of Ma.liaon, of tbe greatest and
most glorious of American sutesmen and patrioU. [Applause. ]
Let them try their hands st it, let them trv their UlenU at it,
let them try their pena at it, and the more they try all their
vsrious instruments for the purpose, the mote Certainly will
the American people adhere to tbe constitution which has so

nobly tried and proved itself. [Applause.]
I Bay, then, in the fiist place, this fugitive slave law is a

law ol the land ; and I say, in these cond place, gentlemen.
and I say it with the consciousness tbat I am heard by those
who are wiae in the law, wise in the constitution, wise in the
principles of our popular Government.I say that that law ia,
in every one of iu features, in every one of iu arrangements,from the beginning to the end, in perfect harmony with the
constitution of the country. [Great and long continued ap¬
plause.] Why, fellow-citizens, it is not only in harmenywith iu spirit, but let me tell you that there is no man, ac¬
cording to tbe language most admirably used by one lately,who understands tbe law and tbe conatitution but will say ti<at
.5 springs directly from and is sbsolutely necessary to the main¬
tenance of tbe constitution. 'Why, do you suppose that they
who framed the constitution ; who framed it with reference to
the institutions of every one of the sovereign Slaves of this
Union ; who framed it in reference to local usages, local habits,
and principles, as practical men, to meet the prejudicea of all,
for the purposes of the Union.do you suppose tbat even theae
men, powerful in their day and generation, and ten times
more powerful as ten times the years elapae.do you auppoeethat they, even ihey, would have been able to adopt that con¬
stitution ; to csrry it into effect; jo procure the consent of thir¬
teen States, in whose bosoms, every one of them, existed at
that time the inatitution of slavery, if they bad net introduced
in tbat very instrument the very guarantee upon which thia
fugitive slave law ia founded ? [Applause.] They never
would have dreamed of doing so, and, had they dreamt of it,
they would very soon ha»e awaked from their dream. That
guarantee, fellow-citizens, ia a constitutional provision, and it
proclaims that wherever a fugitive from labor or service ea-
capes into another 8tate, he aball be delivered up on tbe claim
of the owner. That is the language of the constitution ; tbat
is the law of the land ; tbat ia the object of tbe law. It goes
no further, and it only rendera that which the constitution en¬

joins, safety and justice to the fugitive himself, to his owner
elsewhere, and to I he public at large.

It ia juat to tbe fugitive because the inatant be is pursued
and arreated, that instant, according to this law, he is under
the brosd and powerful protection of tbe laws of this nstion.
[Applause.] He is no longer in danger of either committing
or provoking riot. He ia no longer in danger of being way¬
laid by those who come across our borders with false snd frau¬
dulent claims. He ia under the protection of the constitution
and lawe of the United States. It is just to tbe owner becsuse
it is equally careful with respect to him ; and it is just to tbe
greet people of the United Siates by foresUlling and prevent¬
ing every thing in the shape of difficulty and disorder. 1 aay
to you, in addition, in reference to this law, that it is sn expe¬
dient law } and why do I aay that ? Why, you are Ameri¬
cans ; you know the principles of your constitution ; you know
your immediate tighU are dependant upon having tboae prin¬
ciples faithfully executed in practice. Well, then, il is ex¬

pedient with a view to satisfy all those who are interested in
this great question, thus stated in tbe constitution of the Uni¬
ted Sistes, that their righu will henceforward be signslly pro¬
tected by the people of the United 8tates. [Applause ]

I will not recur to tbe peculiar propriety that this emphstic
language should be held by those who are citizens of the
Bute of Pennsylvania. Tnere are reasons which will occur
to you all why the language of this meeting, snd the reso¬
lutions passed hefe to nigh', will speak to the anxious and
doubting and hitherto distressed ard vexed citizens of the
Mouth in tones of hope, consolation, and confidence. [Ap¬
plause] It is expedient that we should do ao ; it is expe¬
dient tbat they who live, who flourinb, who are in the enjoy¬
ment of all tbe liberties of tbe constitution of the United
States, within the sound of that glorious bell that ia over tbe
Hell of Independence; it is expedient that wc, hereupon
this locality, should be strong, emphatic, unequivocal, frank,
snd fearle-s in asserting the principles and practice of the
constitution of tbe United Slates.

I be'ieve, fellow-citizens, as firmly as tbat I am standing
in your presence, that upon the faithful adber*nce to the obli¬
gation* of the constitution upon this great point dependseither the Union or tbe peace of America. I know well the
power of numbers to enforce the Union.but Heaven delend
us f-om so horrible a result as thst.Heaven defend ua from
ei.forcir g it wiih a consciousness of wrong in «>ur breasts
against our injured fellow citizens under the same Government!
[Applause ] Let us stand by the constitution, ami tbe
unon will |«*t, I trust, by the superintending care of tbe
Almighty, forever. [Applause ] It i. m vs.se Union If
any form of government has received the smile and Messingof God, it is the American form of government. [Applause ]And we have only to be true to that in order to couUnue ta

enjoy his favor and projection. I will^ow read to you the
raaolulion*.

Mr. Dallas then read the following resolution*:
1. Remhoed. That the Coaatitutioo of the United States,

which was wisely framed (or the purpose of establishing a
" more parted Union" and " to secure the blessings of liber¬
ty" to unborn generations, has fulfilled the objects of the pa-
triots who assembled in Convention in the name and on behalf
of the people of the United States, and is entitled to the vene¬
ration and support of their " posterity."
I i. That in succeeding to the guardianship of Liberty and
the Union, which were achieved by the blood of our fathers,
we have inherited an obligation to preserve them untarnished
together ; and it would be equally oaseto forfeit the National
Independence, and to fail in allegiance to the National Union.

3. That the care of the Union is a sanctified trust, and
ought to be dear to everv American ; but those citizens are
especially its guardians who, standing on the spot where inde¬
pendence was declared, where the constitution was framed,
and where the Union was rendered perfect, are stimulated to
its preservation, and find additional motives for the exercise of
that pious duty in surrounding memorials of the past; aud
here, on the very ground upon which our heroic ancestors
devoted themselves to their country, we renew to the same
cause the pledges whioh they once gave and gloriously re¬
deemed, of " our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor."

i. That the constitution provides that persons "held to
service or labor in one State under the laws thereof, esesping
into another, shall be delivered up on claim of the party to
whom such service or labor may be due." For many yearsState legislstion contributed means to carry this constitutional
provision into effect. When State legislation was repealed,
a duty devolved upon Congress to supply its place ; ana it has
been discharged in conformity to fundamental law, and the en¬
actments it has adopted are entitled to the support of the whole
nation.

5. That our countrymen are a law-abiding people. They
delegate to chosen representatives in the Congress of the
United States powers of legislation limited by the constitu¬
tion ; and they repose confidence in the acts of a majority
commensurate with the character ofa republican GovernmentWhen individuals array themselves against the execution of
laws thus enacted, and by so doing trample upon the rights ofthe whole people, they are guilty of at least moral treason {
and it is the solemn duty of the people to rise up in their ma¬
jesty, and, by carrying out the regular proceedings ot their re¬
presentatives, TO VIXDICATX TU SUPKKXACT ABB TUB SOVSB-
K1GNTY OF TKX LAW.

6. That to much of the ael pf Assembly ot Pennsylvania as
forbids any officers of the Commonwealth from giving effect
to any act of Congress respecting persons escaping from ser-
vice in other States, and provides penalties for taking cogni¬
sance or jurisdiction of the rase ofany such fugitive, ought to
be at the earliest possible-moment repealed.

7. That the further agitation of the subject of slavery,
which has heretofore promoted neither the yelfare of the
slave nor the cause of emancipation, can be productive of no¬
thing but evil. It has been adjusted by Congress, and with
that adjustment it should be permitted, in our estimation,
to rest

8. That the permanence and stability of the Union are en¬

dangered by the officious interference of fanatical and disloyalspirits in concerns that do not belong to them.
9. That the series of statutes enacted at the late session of

Congress, tor the sake of peace, were passed in a spirit of pa¬triotism and judicious compromise; that they are in no re¬
spect a departure from the constitution ; and that, ai it is the
obligation, so it ought to be the desire of every citizen of the
republic manfully to sustain them.

Josiah Randall, Esq. then rose and said:
In seconding the resolutions offered by my friind, Mr.

Dallas, I wish to offer a few remarks.
The question of slavery in the United 8tstes has at all

times created a conflict of feeling. So far as it depends upon
the action of the Legislatures of the different 8tatea, it is now
settled upon a basis which cannot be shaken. Tie consti¬
tutional provision msy be stated in a single word.rim-inter¬
ference,- or, as it is sometimes called, non-inttrvention.
Slavery is the subject of domestic policy. Each Bute, old or

new, has the right to admit or exclude slavery, aa the people
msy determine, and there is no power to prevent it Penn¬
sylvania, or any other free State, may re-introdu<e slavery
within its limits whenever its Legislature may elect so to do.
If the thirteen old States possess the power the new States
must also possess if, because, under the Federal compact, the
8tatea have equal rights. The admission or excusion of
slavery rests with the people; and neither the ordinance of
1787, nor the declarstian of Congress in the admiFsion of
Missouri, have any valid aathority ; and Territories included
within the int< rdiction, when admitted as States, fcave full
right to estsblish slavery within their limits. One thing is
certsin, that if they should exercise this power, there is no
authority vested in Congress, or any other body, to dispute or
set it aside.
The importsnt subject which now agitates the feople of

this country is that ot fugitive slave*, and the act passed by
Congress, at their last session, giving the owner laalities to
claim his fugitive slaves. This set is, in its spirit sod prin¬
ciples, constitutional, judicious, and salutary. It bears upon
the face of it the impress of haste in legislstion. It iu am¬
biguous in some parts, and some minor provisions may beex-
ceptionable ; but its cardinal featurea are just and right. ' It
cannot be expect*d that a whole system can be struck out at
a single beat. Amendments developed by the practical oper-| ation will suggest themselves, and will, ot course, be adopted.
The third paragraph of the second section of the fourth ar¬

ticle of the constitution of the United States provides that
no "person held to service or labor in one State, undei the
laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of
any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such ser¬
vice or labor, but shsll be delivered ap on claim of the party
to whom such service or labor may be due."

It has been generally supposed that the introduction of this
clause into the const tution was a matter of compromise. If
the term compromise should imply any equivalent or reluc¬
tance in its adoption, it is incorrectly used. A reference to
the minutes of the Convention (page 306) will show that
on the 29th of August, 1787, this provision was moved and
seconded, and pasted unanimously in the affirmative, with¬
out amendment. The wisest and beat men that this country
ever produced, in the days of its primitive purity, gave it their
sanction. It is the product of the intellect and patriotism of
Msdison, Hamilton, Jay, and their illustrious compeers ; and
it is sanctioned by the authority of Franklin and Washington.
[Applause]

Cotemporaneously with the adoption of the constitution,
the different Legislatures proposed a flood of amendments; the
free States were among the foremost in the variety and minute¬
ness of their suggestions, but not a single murmur waa uttered
by any 8tate sgainst this provision. The provision may be
defended without a recurrence to the authority of these illus¬
trious names. It exacts no more from the free States than one

independent nation is bound to render to another. If a slave
flees from one country and finds refuge in another, the 8tate
from which the slave baa run away haa a right to demand
the di livery up of the fugitive, and, if refused, has the right
to uae force to arrest it. This doctrine is recognised by Vattel
in his treatise on the Laws of Nations, (b. ii., chap. v. page
160,) and by Mr. Wheaton, in the treatise on the Elements
of International law, (part iv., chapter i., page 339-40.) But
the principle does net depend slone upon elementary writers.
It has the ssnction of the highest authority. The treaty of
Ghent.signed the 24th ofDecember, 1814.provided that all
territory, place?, and possessions should be restored without
delsy. It became a matter of dispute whether theee terms
included a claim upon Great Britain to deliver up American
slaves carried awsy by the British forces from the United
Stales during the war. It was subsequently left to thearbitra-
raent of the Emperor of Russia ; arid on the 22d of April,
1822, the Emperor decided thst the United 8tates were en-
titled to a just indemnification for sll slaves csrried away by
the British during the wsr. The Government of Great Britain
ratified this decision, and paid the money to the American
Government.
What ia aaked from us by the 8outhern States is that we

should not aid and assist their slaves in running away. It ia
not ntceaaary to enter into a hiatory of the manner in which
the emancipation of the alaves in the West Indies was eff cted
in Great Britain. It was a race between the Whig* and To-
ries whicii should secure public sympathy ; but if it had been
to emancipate slaves living at home amongst themselves, it
would have presented a very different question, and it ia be-
lieved it never would have passed. Still, under all their ex¬
citement, they never proposed to emancipate the ala»e without
paying hia master an equivalent. Public opinion in the
mother country haa done much to produce the present atata
of things in this country ; but we must do them justice.tbay
never encouraged the fugitives to run away, nor proposed any
system by which the master should be deprived of his rightswithout just satisfaction.
The present fugitive bill should be honestly carried out by

the judicial authority of the country, and that authority shouldbe enforced by public opinion. This is the isoue ; if we do
not concede this ground fully snd cheerfully, w* violate the
original Federal compact, and give the South juat right to
complain of our conduct
The wilful harboiing of a fugitive slave is a gravr offence

in morals sh well a.i law, and those who commit this offence
csn exculpate themrelves upon no otber ground than the re¬
cognition of a higher authority than the constitution and laws
of the Union, the benefits of which they are cohtinu»lly en¬

joying and which in all other nutters they seek for their own
protection. I freely admit that amor>gthe few abnlitioniats in
our community a>e to be found the most exemplary men in
private life; but their purity of character is of i,o valuo when
it jeopards all thst is dear to A*.

In our own 8ta<e legislation we are not without fault. The
act pissed by the Legislature of Pennsylvania on the 3d day
of March, 1847, contains many features, in my opinion,
odious snd unconstitutional, and it ought to, and I havenodouht
will, be repealed at the next session of the Legislature. [Ap-
plause.]j The passage of that act hss been attributed to the deci.ion
.in Prigg's esse, 16 Peters, 638 ; but they have no connex¬
ion. t he decision in Prigg's case was made in 1842 { the
rouit in that case d<clared the act of Pennsylvania 26thI of March, 1826 to be unconstitutior al.a decision which has

,1 never been doubted. Bat the court explicHy ssjs : " Mute

magistrates may, if they chooee, exercise that authority, (de¬
livering of fugiUve slaves,) unfeas prohibited by State kgia-
latiou."
Thar* ia no doubt but that heretofore the act of Congress,

passed on the lith of February, 1793, waa viewed by many
in the free Statee with jealousy and dialike ; and many rulea
of conai ruction and practice have bean adopted which were
calculated rather to defeat than carry out the law. A diacriro-
ination haa been made between fugitives from justice and fu¬
gitives from.service and labor that ia totally unauthorized.
Thia evil ought to be remedied ; and the aame aaluUry rulea
to maintain the public aecurity in detaining a fugitive charged
wiih a criminal offence, ahould be extended to the other class
of fugitives. The maater who claima hia alave ia entitled to
the aame privilegea that the United 8tatea or the Common¬
wealth possess in public proeecutiona, or that a private auitor
ia entitled to in enforcing a civil right.

It will be perceived by all who hear me that, on the aubject
of fugitive slaves, I think the alaveholding Statee have a right
to complain ; and I am anxioua to do them ample justice.The North ia bound to deliver up the last fugitive alave with¬
in ita limits, by the same tiea of honor and good faith that the
United States are bound to pay the laat dollar of the publicdwbu [Applauae.]
Many well dispoeed pereone in the North aoppoae that the

fugitive alave law will be abueed. There ia no ground for
Ibia fear. Kidnapping ia in the North too offensive to be al¬
lowed. Public aympathy will err on the aide of the fugitive,
not againat bim t but kidnapping ia aa odioua in the South aa
it ia in the North, and thoae who imagine that in the South
a free black man can with impunity be seized and kept aa a
alave, know nothing of the ataie of public feeling and opinionin the alaveholding 8tates. Any law may be condemned if
the argument be baaed on ita abuae. I am authorised to aay
by my friend, David Paul Brown, Eaq., that, during a moat
extenaive practice of more than thirty years in protecting fu¬
gitive slaves, he baa never known an instance of a black or
colored man being delivered up contrary to the truth ol the

'"Tam not afraid of public aentiment in New England ; that
noble people have made too many aacrificea for the preserve-
lion of the Union to beaitate in fulfilling their duty to the
uttermoet point. It will be remembered that the South do
not seek to force slavery upon the North ; they only ask that
it may be protected within their own limita.

If the question pieeented were to be the restoration of sla¬
very in Pennaylvmnia, I would oppose it with all the energy I
poeeeee. [Applause.] If there haa been an undue excite¬
ment in the 8outh upon thia question, it ought to be remem¬
bered that with them it ia a practical queation 4 with us it is
a speculative theory. Let us meet our 8outbern friends in
candor and good feith, and let us in peace, aa we have done
in war, prefer their fellovrahip to the officious interference ol
foreign nationa. [Applauae.]

f ...I cannot conclude without peying a tribute of thanks to
thoae distinguiahed atateamen who have recently stood by the
Union and the constitution in the hour of peril. They have
been ita frienda when it wanted friends. Amongst such
men aa Clay, Webster, Cass, Foote, and their associates, it
would be invidioua to discriminate. A portion of the people
of Maasachuaetta have threatened to throw overboard their
most distinguished citixen.a man who does moie honor tor
their Bute than ever the 8tate can do hooor to him. I should
regret it; but whenever Massachusetts shall discard Daniel
Webster, the nation ia ready to receive him. lG.at ap¬
plause.] The aame remark ia applicable to the gallant Foote,
of Miasiasippi. He is now fighting a glorious battle for his
country, and if Mississippi doea not know his value, and is

willing to disown ooe of ber noblest sons, he will find a re¬

fuge in the affection and eateem of the people of the Unittd
S'.atea. [Applause ]

Let us be true to ourselves and to our country, and all will
be well. The people of the United States are attached to
the Union. The Preaident and the Admi istration concur in
thia aentiment A large majority of both Houses of Congress
respond to the same. The value of the Union is known and
felt; it must and will be preaerved! The cord which unites
the Statee together is elaatic ; it may be stretched, but it will
rebound and unite the glorious bunch of faggots together
by a stronger bond than ever. [Great applause.]
The Hon. Richard Rush being loudly called

for, rose and responded as follows :
It is with some reluctance, Mr. Chairman, that I appear

before you on this occasion, even for a very few minutes. It
is with reluctance truly felt, and not assumed, ensuing, first,
because I am little accustomed to address meetings of this
great size, and because you have already heard those more

competent to address you, and you will also hear others more

competent B.u», fellow-citizens, I cannot, I will not refuse
myself to yoor call. I came here in no official capacity. I
desired to come simply aa one of you, as a private citizen of
the county; but I catch the holy impulse of this meeting.

I am with you, fellow-citizens, heart and hand. I am

here, approving aa I do of the reeolutions, not to speak espe¬
cially to them, aa they have been already well and ably ex¬

plained. We are here not to convince each otber of the
truth, the nobleness of our holy cause, for I believe we are
all of one mind, but to strengthen each other in our convic¬
tions. We come to animate each otber in our feelings.to
kindle, it msy be, some enthusiasm in our bosoms, by which,
when we go away thia night, we may all labor, each one in
bis own sphere, more resolutely, with the more energy, and
with the more zeal in our great and holy cauae. [Applsu«e.]
That cause ia the great and paramount cause of the Lnion.
f \pplause ] Aa a Pbiladelpbiao, I rejoice to see this great
meeting in tbia our great city. I rej >ice that we are about to
add our example to othera that have been set of proceedings
of tbia nature. I call ibis vux great city.

It is not great for its numbers alone, but it is endeared to
the whole Union by the momentous events of which it has
been the theatre in American history. You have heard some
of them alluded to in the reaolutions which have been read to¬
night I never heard those reaolutions until they were read
here to-night; but my heart and my judgment responded to
themall*

. . . .. ¦**rYou have beard what has been said of this city. w«
sll proud'of it, sa the city of independence. Almost within
the hearing of my voice, that illustrious collection of heroes
snd sages, of unsurpassed wisdom and patuotism, of great
purity and of firmness unequalled m the annalsJ* HjUij,met, and from their deliberations usued our noble charter of
independence. [Great applause.] But that charter^ wouldhave been of no value, that great charter would have been
worse than useless, had it net been for the constitution that
followed.

It is known to all of you who ire familiar with our His¬

tory that, from the close of the war of independence to the
adoption < f that constitution, we bad fallen to the lowest point
of national depression* Prosperity we had none. Respect
from abroad we ha'l none. Clouds, portentous clouds, hung
over the future. Then assembled a band, equally renowned
for wisdom, for patriotism, and for devotion to the great inte¬
rests of their country ; then aaaembled that band of patriots
and of sages who formed the constitution of the United
States. Yew, my fellow-citizens, here in our cherished city,
here in the walks of our Independence Square, under its an¬

cient elms, were eanird on their protracted inquiries, iheir
important deliberations, their able debates; and from their
hands issued a work, a fabric, which, considering the com¬

plexity of its parta and the harmony of the whole, considered
as a work of government, one, single, and entire, has never

before, in the annals of the world, been equalled. [Great
applause] <

If I had with me here to-night a single volume of that
well-knnwn work entitled the " Federaliat," I would almost
trespass upon your time to read you . few, and only a f< w,
pssfagrt from some of the earlier numbera of it. I have lately,
in the leisure of my retirement in the country, examined it,
and I have been amazed to find how its articles would apply to
the pretent crisis. I have been amazed to find with what
beauty and force of language, the evils of the want of union
were portrayed, and with what equal felicity of theught and
expression the great advantagea of thia glorious Union were

set forth. [Applause.]
I will here venture to trespass upon your patience for a mo¬

ment, in mentioning a private personal anecdote. When last
abroad in Enrope it was my fortune to form ihe srquaintance
of Mr. Guizot, then the prime minister of the French Gov¬
ernment. I need not say that he is reputed in Europe as

among the moat able, learned, and profound of living statesmen
in that hemisphere. For one, I equally believe in his purity
and his virtue. It was my lot to engage in conversation with that
statesman of a great European Government upon the eubject
of that American Work, the "Federalist." I was delighted
to find that be was fsmiliar with it all. And permit me to

quote a rem irk he made, which fell with gratification upon
my American ear. "Sir," said he, in the discussions of
those numbers, "for sll that combines a profound knowledge of
the great elementary principles of human goven ment, with
the wisest maxims of practical administration, I do not know,
in the whole c sapassi f my reading, whe:her from an< ient or
modern authors, so able a work." [Applause] Now let
me tell you what was tbe great and important pu pose of that
woik From the fitat chapter to the list, all tbe letters in it
from beginning to end, sre devoted to explaining the provi¬
sion*, enla'giiig upon the advantages, and pronouncing the
sober eulogy of the constitution of the United States.
[Great applause ]

Fellow-citizens, I have raid th <t that grrat constitution,
emana'ing from »ui h minds, wa- lasurd to ihe country and
issued to tbet»oilil ln>m our own ci y j and ccrtainly it is
one, and tbe mosi important one, too, in the interesting and
m meiiioua historical associations of our land. Shall I men¬
tion lo you another which w<, in our own cherished Pr.ila-
delphia, may claim I When Washington was our President,
in this city were matured ihe profound houghta of deep wis¬
dom that characterize bia Farewell Addri sa to his countiymen;
a work, a Ststt paper, wliicb, < onsiiiertd m th« light ot part¬
ing affectionate sdvict to i na ion, and ita greatest benefac¬
tor.a Slate paper, which an eminent hotorian of the other
world, not very remarkable f r his attachment lo our inatitu-
tioi.a, has pronounced superior to any production, to any

State paper that ew issued from the mind or pen of mortal.
That wm prepared in oar cheriahsd city.

Shall we not send forth oar ttaanke^apon Ibis greet occa¬
sion for the amazing prosperity that thia Union baa produced
to ua ? If all that it baa brought to our country.all that the
judgment would have anticipated, all that the heart could
wiab.if all that should fail to rally ua around our noble con¬
stitution with affectionate seel and determined fidelity, let the
views of that immortal man rally ua to ita support.
You all know that the moet important pasaage of that great

paper counaeia us to perpetuate tbe maintenance of tbe
Union; and, fellow-citizens, may tbia spirit be our aaving
aogel !

1 am aenaible that' I am even now treepaaaing upon your
time and patience. I did not expect to apeak, but I could not
resist tbe call. But, my fellow-citizen*, permit me to state
aomething else witbin my personal recollection. I am one of
tboee, and there are very few now remaining.there can be
none indeed of tbat description bere, unless like myaelf be
was born in Philadelphia.wbo wi'neesed tbe grand Federal
proceasion in 1788 to celebrate the adoption of our noble and
glorioua constitution. Well do I remember it. It waa
enough to make a Union man of every body. It pasaed along
the whole extent of our atreeta. It went from the extreme
eouth along Third atreel, until it arrived at the extreme north,
and then went toBuab Hill, then tbe estate of Mr. Hamilton,
and upon bis extensive and beautiful lawn were concluded
tbe feativities of that glorioua day.if I use not too strong an

expression, I should say the aublime and poeiical festivities of
tbat day.

Well, let me mention to you what, in my boyiab eyr#was
the most impressive and singular object in that grand and vast
procession; it waa a ship, rigged aa a uavy veasel, with
lieutenants and midshipmen on board, with the stars and
stripes flying from her maat-bead. Ob, fellow-citizens, how
emblematic, how prophetic were thoee stars and atripea, and
especially of the vast extent to which the commerce ofthia great
nation waa to grow under the Union, as you have heard from
the firat distinguished speaker. How prophetic, bow em¬
blematic of tbe glory tbat was to be acquired for our Union!
But let me mention to you what, after all, was the most impor¬
tant item in this ship, and which ia more immediately applicable
to our purpose; it waa her name, the " Union." [Applauae.]The "Union" flew from her maat-bead. She had no other
name. Tbat was enough to impreas tbat great belief upon
my boyiah heart. It baa grown stronger with my manhood ;
it has continued in my riper yeara. At all times, under all
circumstances, at home or sbroad, in peace or in war, under
all Administrations of tbe Federal Republic, Democratic or
Whig, I go for the Union. Let us go for tbe Union. [Ap¬
plause. J And, fellow-citizens, I close my few and imperfect
remarks to you by saying what I sincerely feel.may I never
live to see the destruction of this glorious Union! [Applause.]
The Hon. Joseph R. Inobrsoll being loudly

called for, said : It might fairly be questioned, un¬
der circumstances different from those which ac¬

tually surround us, whether this patt of tbe country would
require any public demonatration to prove its integrity. Our
good old Commonwealth has lived in vain if it baa not lived
down all doubts of its loyalty to the Union. Pennsylvania
is, we msy trust, in principle and practice, not less than in
position, the keystone of the great federal arcb. This State
has sustained itself in tbat eminent and responsible station,
and it can fail to do ao only when the massive pillara which it
serves to bold together shall crpmble into ruins. It will then,
in tbat evil and far distant day, as it was among the earliest
to contribute cheerfully ita undivided strength to general pros¬
perity, fall reluctantly and the laat in the universal dissolu¬
tion. Yet, however firm we may feel in the consciousness
of our fidelity, there are good reasons for exchanging a ratifi¬
cation of it at this agitated moment, and in tbe face of an

anxious and inquiring world. Distant friends desire co-ope¬
ration and support in their allegiance, which is tried by diffi¬
culties and dangers. They are exposed to temptations by
which devotion to the country is made a heroic virtue. Dis¬
tant enemies may not be unwilling to draw inferences from
our silence unfavorable to the great cause of United America,
and to rejoice in the anticipated downfall of tbe power and
permanence of a Uovernmebt of the people, occasioned, as

they might be willing to believe, by our abandonment of it.
It will at least cost nothing here, in the abode of the still
blooming vestiges of tbe Independence and the Constitution,
to renew our mutual pledges to sustain, in their purity and
unbroken perfection, institutions which our fathers establiah-
ed and defended with their lives. [Applause.]

Let us rejoice that thia self creating apontaneous movement
of patriotism, stirred up only by an innate love of the Union,
by tin attachment to the principles and estsblishments by
which it is sustained, promises to speak with no equivocal
voice, and in terms too explicit to be liable to be misunder¬
stood. Individual preferences and sectional prejudices bend
their stern and stubborn sinews at the call. Party is content¬
ed to veil its face before the altar of the country. [Applause.]
The country itself, represented by assemblies of enthusiastic
citizens, who aie willing to forget their own authority in the
still higher authority which, springing from themselves, com¬
mands the utmost reverence, bows down to the sovereignly of
tbe law.

All of us are prompted by no common motives to embrace
an opportunity so favorable in itaelf and so happily construct¬
ed, to ward off threatened difficulties and calamities, and to
purify the political atmosphere, if it needs it, from sll cor¬

ruption. The bright inheritance we possess is well worth
the struggle to maintain it unimpaired; the duty of pro¬
tecting it as sacred as the object to be preserved is inesti¬
mable. A condition can acarcely be imagined in which a
nation would be freer from evil or fuller of advantages than
our own. Fiorn the moment when a perfect union was ac-

complished, Heaven bas smiled upon the bold and perhaps
novel undertaking, and every thing has prospered. Evils
which bad beset a disjointed yet confederated republic were
at once done away : independence was established on a plat¬
form not eaaily to be shaken ; and the people, for whom and
by whom the constitution was framed, have continued, with¬
out substantial interruption, to be the happiest as well as the
freest under the sun. [Great Applause ] Their prosperity
haa been uniform ; their progress in wealth, extent, popula¬
tion, influence, and power has been more rapid than history
in its brightest pages can parallel, or fable in its wildest dreams
bas fancied. Their skies are not more bright than their ao-
cial atmosphere has been unclouded. They have every thing
at hand that givea reality to deaire. Their horn of plenty is
full. The future and the paat rival each other in their
promises and possessiona, and priepective and present fruition,
like the cupa of the gods of tbe heathens, seem to sparkle with
the light of hope, and to overflow with the exuberance of en¬

joyment. It is not extravagant to believe that a* full a mea¬
sure of prosperity is in their hands aa is compatible with the
most unrestrained exerciae of popular privileges and rights.

Yea, in tbia people's paradise, where e»ery thing is be¬
stowed, and not a tree bearing fruit is denied to the hand of
the too happy proprietora; where deaire is anticipated almost
before ita utterance, evil and diacontenthave found an entrance
even here. The fatal curse is among ua ; and the principle
which ought to have exhibited an exception proves itself of
universal application.

». Though flowers of Eden we still inherit,
The trail of the Serpent is over them all."

[Applause]
This demon of strife comes among us in the white r >bes of

peace and good will. It professes extreme humanity, and
scatters discord. It sails under colors that betoken friendship
and philanthropy, while it is ready to hoist the bloody flan of
piracy and to fight under that crimson bsnner. A more elas¬
tic and capacious web of mischief could scarcely have been
woven by the emiasariea of Satan upon earth, or by the great
father ol evil himself in the confines wbtch he is said to in¬
habit below. This is not characterizing it too strongly when
we recollect tbat it carries into one section of the country ele¬
ments the most psinful and pernicious that can be conceived.
It ia a subject that is so delicate and tender as scarcely to be
touched or looked at without pain ; and yet it is perpetually
thrust, without the slightest chance of practical good, into
view. It ia alao one that, although an unnatural spirit of re¬

sentment for lome time pant has refused to recognise it with
that aspect, ia not without positive and ex'reme danger. It was
once said by a Southern man tbat sudden abolition without
violence was like thrusting a red hot p. ker into a barrel of

gunpowder, and supposing that it would not explode.
To us of the North what is this institution which seems,

1 ke the influence of the pole^pon the needle, to fix upon it¬

self an intensity of interest in proportion to the distance at
which attention is arouaed * Seventy yeara ago we gave i

up as unnecessary or unsuited to ourselves. We did so wit

out difficulty or dangers, and there ia an end of our con¬

nexion with it. If it be a misfortune elaewherc, it is equa y
ungenerous snd unjust to be taunting our fellow-citizens wit

their calamities. If it be a crime, however inhente or ca

upon them, it cannot be atoned for by our vicarious Pen|tence. Whatever it may be, it is no concern ol ours, it

can cau*e no imaginable resentment in our osoms. e

have no draughts made on us for our sympat iea, an w

suffer nothing fr< m it ouraelves to call forth our teais.
.

.« What's Hecuba to us, or we t0"efJ'*Vnm, ,

That we should weep for her [Applause.]
This tendency to irritate and inflame exists happily to small

extent among ourselves in this P-r'icolar latitude. It exists
more especially among our friend, in the East and .n the
West, towards the rising and setung sun, those men whose
fathers merited and received the eloquent eulogium of Mr.
Burke, nearly a century ago, and whose energies for peace
or rapacity for w«r haa not failed or filtered to the present
day. With all tbeir wisdom they sometimes indulge a no¬

tion Let kus hope that thia ia no more, and that ii will
pass away with the hour tbat gave it birth. The warm re¬

ception recently given to a foreign emissary, who csme not
to preserve the Union, provea that tbey are not disposed to

permit further intermeddling than nay suit themselves.
[Applause.]

Tbey are a law-abiding pMple, fqually so at kaat with
any in Um couuUy. Nowhere k it adaainistsrad miih mam
firmnew and more strict regard to juatice. la it from that

1 quarter, so faithful to the lawa, that we are to bear threats of
disregard for it.threats, aa we are told, not unaccompani-ed by p<^aitive measures of preparation for actual resistance ?
Now, the power tojlegislate on this peculiar subject is ex-

clusively in Congresa. Its powt r waa exercised soon after
the constitution was formed, and it invoked or authorised the
agency of 8tate officers for the purpose of more acceptablyin each juriadiction executing the law. When thie agencyof State officers was prohibited by the State ilaelf, and that
w^ich yesterday was a duty became to day a crime or mia-
demeanor, with penalties affixed, further legislation became in¬
cumbent on the nation. Then, and not till then, uor even then
immediately, Congress paased the law which baa convulsed
the country. Paaaed it not without difficulty and mutual
concesaion and forbearance. It is the law of the land, en¬
acted by that principle of majority without which a republi¬
can Government cannot for a moment stand enacted un¬
doubtedly according to the constitution, and aa already judi¬cially pronounced. Every department ol the Government
baa given it a solemn sanction ; and it is as firm aa the ever¬
lasting hills, iu present title, to the respect, obedience, and
loyal aupport of every American citixen. None who deserve
the name will dare to violate it.

Perhape no law of any leogth waa ever paaaed that in all
its deiaila met the exact concurrence of the whole body that
pasaed it, or even of that portion of the body that voted for
it. A law ia often complex. Sometimee it gives and takes,
enlargea and reetraios, enacts and qualifiee, mixes provisowith grant and exception with rule. No one hand at all
timee prepares it, and perhapa no one head givea it full aaaent,
or is able to Bay that it might not be more agreeable if other-
wiae worded and conceived. What then * Can he disobeyit with impunity or diaregard it without dialoyalty * Scarcely
an important law was ever paaaed that did not lor a while ex¬
cite aurpriae.often requiring the confirmation of the judici-
*ry *1**7* reflection of the citisen. Still it ia the law,and in its sovereignty it must be obeyed. [Applauae.]Let this disobedience come from what qu»rter it may, it ia
to be condemned. If it appear in the ahape of aullen and
eilent discontent, withholding express aaaent, and yet without
practical repudiation, and only abort of it, let bad taste and bad
feeling reconcile tbemaelvea aa' they may. If it proceed to
active hostility, which is opposition by force of arms, it must
be put down and punished with a traitor'a doom. [Applaoae.]It is treason, in the cautious deecrjption of that crime found
in the conatitution. If active diaobedience involvea an effort
and » combination not only to frustrate the execution of the
particular atatule, but to uproot the foundation* of the Gov¬
ernment ; to aet a torch to the fair frame of the whole aystemunder which all live and proaper{ to cancel and tear to piecestbe great bond which keeps us in happiness together, the
baseneta which deserved contempt swells with the sorrow of
positive crime into tbe ignoble dignity that muat undergo con¬
dign punishment; and in addition to the present Buffering of
the culprit, umveisal execration overwhelma the parricidewho riot* in the spoils of his parent country, and conaignabim to tbe perdition of everlaating infamy, and brands him
with the reproaches of indelible sbame. [Great applause. JLet dieunionists beware bow they thus trample «n the laws.
A fearful agony muat befall the country if they carry oat their
plana. Havoc and ruin would overrun the land. War, in
its worst forms, would rage amidst hitherto peaceful fields
and rend asunder the aeated hille of every section, and the
rich valleya now teeming with ferulity and productivenesswould become richer, perhape to remain fallow, manured with
the bodies of the alain. Ploughshares would be turned into
swords, and pruning hooks into speara. All the purauita of
industry would be absorbed in the intestine trade of war.
What ia tbe aupposed panacea for all imaginary ilia } Die-

union and secession < or rather, it would aeem, one of the
sovereign and herox remedies presented, with the other in an
alternative form.disunion, by general consent, which will
never be given until the contsgion of madness, which ia yet
only a sporadic infirmity, shall become epidemic through the
Isnd. Secession, which is self-acting relief, is a resort upon
the responsibility of those who perform it. It is avowed to be
in contemplation, and it is threatened along with force.with
whatever force may be necessary to accomplish the object,This opposition by force of arms to the United States, in other
words, levying war against tbe United 8tates, is treaaon.
No warrant for secession can be found in the constitution.

There is no warrant for it in the ordinary frame of Govern¬
ment. They who are dissatisfied may depart whenever they
will. They may find a new country where they can ; but
they must not take any part of the country along with them,
which they now hold in common with many more. Those
who uphold this doctrine are especislly defenders of the rights
of minorities. What do they propose to do with these, even

supposing they are a minority, who, attached to the Union,
are desirous of remaining in the fold ? Must tbey be forced
to commit treason too 1

It is difficult to understand what is the thing complained of.
You may read with unwearied care essaya and speeches, full
of complaint, and anger, and threat, and non intercourse, and
seceasion, btit why or wherefore ? The fanatical folly of a
few domestic or foreign abolitionists ia not surely the motive
for cutting off fifteen millions of people. What is the motive'
Tarn to the speech of Mr. Calhoun, delivered in tbe 8enate
on tbe 4th of March. The complaint resolves itself mainly
into the disproportioned growth of the North, and thus a de¬
struction in the aupposed equilibrium with which the Union
begsn. What ia there of equilibrium in tho provisions ef the
constitution ? Nothing, literally nothing. Hence the argu¬
ment of an ingenious man is compelled to seek refuge, not in
a remedy under tbe constitution, which is the uaaal cry, but
in a change of the constitution. To this the answer ia easy.
The constitution provides a mode for amending it. Let that
method be adopted, and if it be a reaaonable request, it will
be listened to ; if it be not, every motive of patriotism, every
dictate of reason, every sense of propriety requires that it
should be promptly and manfully abandoned. [Grant cheering.}

Col. Page being called for, then rose and said :

Fellow-Citizens : As one of the originators of the
call under which you are assembled, I am here to¬
night to lend effect to the objects of this meeting, as

far as my humble abilities will permit me to do so. So much
has been said, and so eloquently and truly said, as to the mat¬
ter under your particular cognizance to-night, that if I were to

attempt to elaborate upon any one point that haa been pre¬
sented to you I should prove tiresome, since the novelty haa
gone, and the force of the remarks would in a meamre be lost.

will, hotarever, claim your attention for a very few minutea.
I thought, aa did others who agreed with me in thia matter,
that there waa peril impending over our national affiirs. I
think so still; and, so thinking, I should have lacked the feel¬
ing and the impulse of an American if I had not come to the
rescue to perform a small part in the work of preserving the
peace of the country. I thought that there waa a platform
upon which we could all assemble, and that the name of Whig,
of Democrat, and Native would for the present time be laid
aside, and we would stsnd upon it aa Americana and as

brothers. That platform baa been presented to you in the
msnnei I have attempted to describe, and yon have warmly
and fervently responded to it. We are hern not for party
purposes or party objects, but for the great cause of the union
of our country.

I am an American, every part and parcel of me. I am,
flesh and blood, bone and ainew, American. While I talk to
American citixena and fellow men, at liberty to expreaa my
aentimenta, I have an utter abhorrence for a foreign country
endeavoring to interfere between me and my countrymen.
[Applause. ] We are competent to mind oar own affaire, and
the best wsy to manage tbem is to stay at h-;m.i and mind our

own business. If some of us of the North were to do that,
oar brethren at the South would have nothing to complain of.
The performance of that doty on your part is to let them
alone. We have presented a platform here, which I look up¬
on as the pisiform of the country.of the Union.the plat¬
form of the constitution.of the law.of harmony, faith, and
order. [Applause.] That same platform which haa been
given to as by the wise statesmen of the psst and preaent day.
I am willing to peril my all, sink or swim, survive or perish,
[applauae,] on the platform that was given to you by Wash¬
ington and Jefferson, which has since been given to you by
Jackson and Clay, by Webster sod Foote, and other great and
noble men, whose names it will not be necessiry to mention
to you, for they are fresh in the memory ol all. We have
asked you to take the platform such aa it is.art at and wise
men have given it to you, as tbe platform of the conatitution,
tbe Union, and tbe law.

Allow roe to aay to you, my friends, that it is for us of the
Northern Ststea to roll back tbe wild wave of fanaticism
and to stem the blsck tide of treason. [Applause.] The
South say, and they say truly, that the ix-uc* as to this
Union are in the handa of the people of ihe JVorth, and I
am glad to see the city of Penn.this people ot Pennsylva¬
nia.rally to the rescue in the manner in wl<ich you have
gathered to-night. I hope that this meeting is but intro¬
ductory to msny more in s like way and in « like spirit, to
show that there can be no mistake as to tbe sentiments of the
people of Pennsylvania. [Applauae.]Whatever may be our difference of o,'iiji;*n aa to the
meaning of the menures of Government.wn at., ver rosy be
ourdiffereme of party principles, let us n ¦<».» from hence
to-night resolved to discharge our duties t > the parties to
which we belong, but resolved, at the samn tune, that we
will encourage no aapirant in any one of tbe pu ties nolesa
we know him to be true to the constitution, the Union, and
the law ; unlet* we know him to be againt'. further agitation
¦pon the slavery question ; and unless we know him to be
solid and aouid np<>n the compromises ol the last session of
Congress. [Applause.]

If we d i no more but apeak our sentiments to-night.if we
da no more but to resolve, we shall have d»n« bot little to¬
wards effecting the great object we have in view. We must

set aa well as epesk, as the best way to secure to tbe South
what they are justly entitled to.their rigbu under the con-


